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ater. There is every indication of a steady increase . this proportion of mechanical energy, in this eman-pation of men from the necessity of physical labour, here appears no limit to the invasion of life by the .achine.
Now it is only in the last three hundred years that ly human being seems to have anticipated this. It imulates the imagination to remark how entirely it as overlooked as a modifying cause in human develop-.ent.1 Plato clearly had no ideas about machines at 1 as a force affecting social organisation. There was Dthing in his world to suggest them to him. I suppose lere arose no invention, no new mechanical appliance : method of the slightest social importance through 1 his length of years. He never thought of a State lat did not rely for its force upon human muscle, just > he never thought of a State that was not primarily rganised for warfare hand to hand. Political and moral iventions he saw enough of and to spare, and in that Irection he still stimulates the imagination. But in jgard to all material possibilities he deadens rather lan stimulates.2 An infinitude of nonsense about the reek mind would never have been written if the istinctive intellectual and artistic quality of Plato's me, its extraordinarily clear definition of certain laterial conditions as absolutely permanent, coupled ith its politico-social instability, had been borne in and. The food of the Greek imagination was the very Qtithesis of our own nourishment. We are educated by ur circumstances to think no revolution in appliances nd economic organisation incredible, our minds play reely about possibilities that would have struck the len of the Academy as outrageous extravagance, and : is in regard to politico-social expedients that our naginations fail. Sparta, for all the evidence of history,
1 It is interesting to note how little even Bacon seems to see of this, in his BW Atlantis.
a The lost Utopia of Hippodamus provided rewards for inventors, but unless ristotle misunderstood him, and it is certainly the fate of all Utopias to be Lore or less misread, the inventions contemplated were political devices.